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At the turn of the 21st Century, when candidates started heavily relying on data-mining and micro-targeting to get out the vote, and the main issues which determined Americans' votes were national security in the wake of 9/11 and then the economy and unemployment after the subprime crisis, the so-called “religious vote” seemed to be relegated to the second or third tier of explaining or driving factors in presidential and congressional elections. Indeed George W Bush pushed his Faith Based Initiatives project and actively courted social conservatives, who were later important in supporting candidates such as Mike Huckabee, Rick Santorum or Ted Cruz in the initial part of the Republican primaries in the last three election cycles. Eventually, the fact that the Republican Party nominated a Mormon in 2012 raised some evangelical eyebrows. Yet it seemed that no one would go much beyond the traditional voting patterns: the Republicans depended heavily on born-again Christian turnout, Democrats needed to get out the vote of African-American Protestants and non-white Catholics.
2016 is indeed very different: both running mates, Kaine and Pence, were chosen primarily for religious reasons; the results in such key swing states as Florida, North Carolina and Virginia might be determined by the religious vote, which will indeed play a significant role in states where Mormons represent a significant segment of the electorate. Also, in a remarkably stable electoral map, two groups seem to be poised for a massive shift from 2012: one of them is the Roman Catholics. Finally, in what Washington Post columnist E.J. Dionne calls “an inversion election”, the two major parties seem to have switched positions, with Trump blasting the Pope and leading a secular campaign when the Democrats' rhetoric and call to political action are about “social justice” and the “progressive values of the Scriptures”. Is the year of Trump the year of religion? This paper will attempt to unpack the specificity of the religious vote from race, ideology, education and gender and to determine if religion is again a powerful indicator of voting behavior in an election which is truly exceptional and which no sane political scientist would dream of using as a template for the future. 

